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Shift to New Media

●  41% of European population use Internet 1

●  Time spent: 

– Internet 2,3  > TV > Radio > Newspaper

● Constraints of patient recruitment

– Large-scale communication

– Speed

– Cost

● Will follow the same trend
1 ICT Eye 2007 – International Telecommunication Union
2 « Britain turns off - and logs on », The Gardian 2006
3 « IBM Consumer Survey Shows Decline of TV as Primary Media Device », IBM 2007



Web-Based Approaches

● Advocacy Group Sites
– Hepatitis B Foundation: 

http:/ / www.hepb.org/ patients/ hepatitis_b_clinical_trials.htm

● Location-specific Sites 
– UNC Lineberger: http:/ / www.unclineberger.org/ ct/

● Sponsor-specific Sites
– AstraZeneca: http:/ / www.healthyvolunteers.com/

● Government-sponsored Sites
– NIH: http:/ / clinicaltrials.gov/

● Third Party Sites
– Volterys: http:/ / www.volterys.org/

– Acurian: http:/ / www.acurian.com/
« Web-Based Patient Recruitment », Cutting Edge Information

http://www.volterys.org/
http://www.acurian.com/


Third-Party Websites
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Volterys
● Website which initiates and filters the contact 

between volunteers and researchers

– 25.000 volunteers in Europe

● Customized services in web-based patient 
recruitment

– Websites

– SEO, communication
http:/ / www.volterys.org/

http://www.volterys.org/


Information to Patients

● General

– What's a clinical trial ?

– Why participating ?

– Is it risky ?

– Ethics, law

● Specific

– To a disease

– To a clinical trial



Communication

● Press campaigns

● SEO

● Adwords

● Word-of-mouth

● Database purchase



Social Networks

● Viral marketing

● Most popular

– Facebook

– MySpace

– Linked In

● Confidentiality

Patrick has token his placebo

Patrick is feeling very bad

Patrick has been vomiting for the last 10 minutes



Profile

● Profile



Offer



Filtering



    Decision

● Decision



Another Approach



Conclusion

● Web-based healthy volunteer and patient 
recruitment:

– is an efficient way to communicate

– speeds up clinical trials

● Should be integrated early in the design

– is cost-effective

● Result-based fees

– can be used in combination with other methods



Discussion

Let's discuss!



Pros /  Cons ?

Pros ?
Cons ?



Thank You!

Thank You!

http:/ / www.volterys.org/

http://www.volterys.org/
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